
  

The Calvary Crier 

“Everything becomes more 
and more itself. Here is joy 
that cannot be shaken. Our 
light can swallow up your 
darkness; but your darkness 
cannot now infect our light.” 
C.S. Lewis  

Some of you know that I 
lived in Alaska for two years 
before I came to this church. 
It was a beautiful place to 
live but the dark winters 
were the most challenging 
trial of my stay in Juneau. 
Starting in October and go-
ing through to March, the 
sun did not rise until ten in 
the morning and set around 
three in the afternoon. Occa-
sional blue tinted ice caps 
glistering against the dark 
velvet sky, or the sight of a 
gigantic glowing moon could 
ease my anxiety of perpetual 
darkness. I soon leaned how 
our bodies yearn for Sun-
light and how easily we feel 
distress under the covering 
of darkness. The C.S. Lewis 
quote at the top of this arti-
cle is from the book The 
Great Divorce. You might 
remember the storyline. In 
this fictional account, people 
who were destined for Hell 
are given a day trip to heav-

en. Sounds like an easy re-
prieve, right? But it wasn’t. It 
turned out that these people 
who rejected God’s light on 
earth, were not fond of the 
idea of experiencing His 
light through all eternity. 
They preferred their dark-
ness and all it’s horrible con-
sequences to God’s redeem-
ing light. The character’s 
sentiments in The Great 
Divorce, echoed Satan’s 
quote in Paradise Loss when 
he said, “It is better to reign 
in hell than serve in heav-
en.” So left to themselves, in 
their rejection of Jesus 
Christ, these people created 
a hell even in heaven. Yet 
here on this earth, even 
God’s Children can experi-
ence seasons of darkness. 
Illness, financial stress, loss 
of a loved one and addiction 
can cover Christians with 
darkness. At those times, it 
is important to remember 
that even though you feel 
the darkness around you, 
nothing extinguish the love 
of God in your life. The first 
lesson of advent is the lesson 
of hope which teaches us 
that: “the light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness 

has not overcome it.” John 
1:5 Notice in this scripture 
that the light doesn’t extin-
guish the darkness yet. One 
day it will, when Christ re-
turns and is seated on His 
earthly throne. But mean-
while on this earth, our 
shines in the midst of dark-
ness. God’s light can pierce 
through a looming back-
ground of fear and dread. As 
Reformed Christians, we 
celebrate Advent before 
Christmas. Before we visited 
the joy of Christmas and 
Christ’s coming salvation, 
we ponder the darkness of 
advent. We ponder the hope 
of the prophet’s who prom-
ised a Messiah in their hope-
less worlds. We honor the 
faith of the shepherds and 
wisemen, who sought a new-
born king while not fully 
understanding the signifi-
cance of His birth. We trem-
ble at the inhospitality of 
Bethlehem who took no pity 
on the young family while 
not realizing the honor of 
the God of all creation tak-
ing on human flesh before 
their very eyes. All these 
advent journeys prepare us 
to discover the true joy of 
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Christmas. Wherever you 
are on your life journey, 
whether you are experienc-
ing the joy of Sunlight or 
the pain of a season of 
darkness. Let me encourage 
you that nothing can take 
away the light of Christ’s 
love in your life. I know 
that the darkness comes 
close, it even seems to 
threaten our light, but it 
can never over come it.  
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Prayerful Practices for People of the Presence 
 

Have you heard this phrase before, “Practice the Pause”? I have seen a few versions of this inspirational writing: 

“Practice the pause. Pause before judging. Pause before assuming. Pause before accusing. Pause whenever you are about 
to react harshly, and you’ll avoid doing and saying things you’ll later regret.” - Lori Deschene 

 

The above quote is full of wisdom. It is a caution to stop and think before you speak, especially when you are in an emo-
tional state. Be quiet, listen, wait. 

 

Have words ever popped out of your mouth that you immediately wanted to take back? Practice the pause. 

 

Have you been in a hurry and yelled at your ______________(spouse, kids, pets)? Practice the pause. 

 

Have you watched the news or read the paper and wondered what this world is coming to and grumbled about this being 
a good time for Jesus to return? Practice the pause.  

 

How about going a step further? Here is another version. 

 

“Practice the pause. When in doubt, pause. When angry, pause, when tired, pause. When stressed, pause. And when you 
pause, pray.” Toby Mac Speak Life 

 

When you are taking that time to pause, go ahead, take a deep breath, and PRAY! Invite the Holy Spirit into the situa-
tion. Consider what you might really be needing. Listen for how the Lord might speak to your heart – peace, direction, 
comfort. 

 

In Psalm 46:10 The Lord says, “Be still, and know that I am God…” 

Be still, my friends, practice the pause, and allow the Holy Spirit to indwell you with grace. 

 

Rev. Donna Yanosy 

Parish Associate 

donna@calvaryenfield.org 

 

P.S. the Advent Prayer Journey on Sunday December 11 from 2 – 4 p.m. would be a perfect 

opportunity to practice a pause in your daily routine and PRAY. See you there! 

Words of Wisdom from Calvary’s Parish Associate, Donna Yanosy  
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Advent Prayer Station Journey!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

The season of Advent has been observed many different ways through the years. On 
Sunday December 11 , Calvary will have an opportunity to engage in something a lit-
tle bit different - an Advent Prayer Station Journey. From 2 – 4 p.m. participants may 
visit a series of prayer stations that focus on this period of expectation, waiting and 
preparing that is Advent. Each station invites a different question to ponder and a way 
to respond in prayer, as we consider the coming of Jesus Christ. Stations are located 
throughout the upper level of the church.  

 

This is an intergenerational event. All are welcome. Children elementary age to adults 
will be able to engage in each station. Refreshments will be available. Plan to come and 
invite your friends!  

The Season of Advent at Calvary Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you or someone you know lost a  

loved one? 

No should have to bear this alone. 

Here at Calvary Presbyterian Church,  

there is a  

support meeting every Saturday 

 from 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM  

in Room UL8.  

This support group meets for 13 weeks. 

 For more information, you may call  

the church office @ 860-745-5211  

Or see Linley Ruoss.  

HIGHLIGHTS FROM 

 OCT , NOV  & DEC 2022 
 

 

 

  

Operation Christmas 
Child 2022 

Red Door Celebration  

Pay off of Mortgage 

Resealing of Calvary’s 
upper and lower  

Parking lot. 

 

A  Huge Thank You 
to donations we have  

received for this job.  



 

Christmas is coming and so is a 

good reason to sing the special  

music of the season with the Choir! The next 

rehearsal will be on December 4 and 18 at 

11:30 – 12:15. Plans are to sing on  

December 11, 18 and Christmas Eve. 

  

   Lori Bourret 

 

        Birthdays                  Anniversaries 

CELEBRATION’S  &  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Events 

Pray 1, Stitch 2   

 
Every Wednesday Morning, a group of  
Women Get together to spend an hour or two  
knitting Lap Blankets and Prayer Shawls for  
those hurting, sick or need a little piece of  
TLC to wrap themselves in.   
These women lovingly and faithfully make these items 
that are prayed over and then sent out to bless others.  
Thank you Ladies for using your gifts and talents that 
God has given you to bring joy to others and brighten 
up the lives of those who receive them.   
If you would like to know more about this knitting 

group or would like to donated unused/clean yarn, 

please see Lois Hansen or call church office at: 
860-745-5211. 

Music News  From Lori Bourret 

Please submit your February articles  

or picture’s by  

January 20, 2022 to 

Loriadmin@calvarychurch.org 

Dinners for Eight returning! 
Dinners for Eight, an opportunity for Calvary 
couples and singles to gather in homes 

around a table for 8 and share dinner is making 
its post-pandemic return. 

It is a time for Calvary folks to get to know one 
another in this faith community and share 

our lives. The hosting couple provides main dish, 
while others are assigned to bring an 

appetizer, vegetable, or dessert. Those unable to 
host a meal provide the main elements for the 

group picnic in June (date and location TBA) and 
serve as hosts for that event. 

The first dinner will be held Saturday, December 
3 with others scheduled pending the 

number of signups. 

For more information, See Paul & Donna Yanosy 

.donna@calvaryenfield.org. 

 

      2 Anna Brown 

 3 Len Kane 

 5 Avis Hall 

 7 Nancy Gardner 

 9 Will Gallacher 

 10 Al Marcil 

 11 Cheryl Kincaid 

 18 Arlene Ellis 
 19 Melissa Thayer 

 

   4  Donna & Gary 
Hess 

 

6 Marjorie & Jay  

Stradinger 

  

 17 Penny & Evans 
Farrell 

 

 30 Donna & Paul 
Yanosy 
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 1st

      Hugs ‘n Hope  1 PM 
 
 3rd      Dinner for 8 at 6 PM  
10

th
      Christmas Caroling in Enfield Mall   1-4 PM 

             Dinner @ Figaro’s Italian Restaurant  
             following Caroling at 5 PM 
             90 Elm Street, Enfield, CT  06096   
                    RSVP NEEDED BY Dec 5. 
             (Celebrating Pastor Cheryl’s Birthday also) 
11

th
      Prayer Stations 2 PM 

24
th

     Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 7 PM 
25

th
      Christmas Day Sunday Service 10 AM 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Calvary’s Angel Tree is located in Fellowship Mall. 

 This year, we will be blessing a single mom with 1 child. 

If you would like to participate in the Angel Tree Gift Giving,  

Please see Sue Christoffersen for more information.  

Gifts are due by December 11th. 

 

Let’s share the Love of Jesus this Christmas. 

 

 Upcoming Event CELEBRATION’S  &  

UPCOMING EVENTS   continued 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Poinsettia 
Time to Order your In 
“Memory Of” or “Honor Of” 
Loved Ones Poinsettia Plant. 
The Worship Committee would 
like to have them placed in the 
sanctuary on Sunday  
December 11 & 18.  Orders 
must be in by Tuesday, 
Dec 6th. 
Please see or call Janice Singer 
@ 860-763-2936 to place order. 
Makes check payable to Janice 
Singer and mailed to her at: 19 
White Oak Road, Somers, CT 
06071 
Price for the Poinsettia’s are 
$8.00  

There will be no Calvary Crier in January. For the February Crier, please send in your 
Articles or Pictures by JANUARY 20, 2023.   Please send in  Arial Front Sizse 11. 
Please have your article “PRINT READY” having been checked for spelling and  

grammatical errors. Articles can be sent to: Loriadmin@calvaryenfield.org or  

office@calvaryenfield.org. 

 


